English Language Arts: Grade 7 / 8 Course Outline

Welcome to English 7 / 8! The goal of this course is to provide you with the opportunity to study literary and informational (including technical) communications, and the mass media and thereby experience the power and importance of language! (BC Ministry of Education IRP, 2008). Huh?!?!?!

Basically, the goal of the English program is for you to experience communication and language in a variety of ways. There are 3 main components to this course: Oral Language (yes, that means talking), Reading & Viewing (which includes film, pictures and text), and Writing & Responding. Through out the year, you will learn and demonstrate your skills in all these areas.  

Here is some of the content we will be learning this year:

1. Examining Literature – Fiction, Non-Fiction, Poetry
- We will look at themes like “Myths, Legends, Fables” and “Identity”
2. Novel Study - “Touching Spirit Bear” by Ben Michelson

3. Creative Writing / Play Writing
4. Independent Reading 

5. The mechanics of writing

** Independent Reading
You are expected to read a total of 4 novels this year (2 each semester). You do NOT need to do an in-depth book report on each one. Instead, you will submit a brief review for each book. We will go over the guideline later in the term.

Marks Breakdown:

Class assignments:
40%

Book Reviews: 
10%

Projects (ex. Posters):
15%

Culminating activities (ex. Essays, tests, etc.):
 20%

Midterm Exams: 
5%

Final Exam: 
10%

Homework is to be handed in on time (see General Procedures). 

There are no excuses for not having work done on time – just check the homework webpage!

Go to http://www.yesnet.yk.ca/schools/robertservice/  ( School Staff ( Homework Pages ( Ms. Heinbigner
